
According to MedPAC staff calculations, though, 
the volume of all imaging grew 2% per beneficiary 
in 2008-2009 and the volume of advanced imaging 
grew by a tenth of a percent. But according to in-
dustry data, the volume of all imaging declined 7% 
during that period and advanced imaging declined 
by a tenth of a percent. MedPAC’s statistics show 
a shift in imaging services away from hospital in-
patient treatment and towards outpatient hospital 
facilities, physician offices, and freestanding imag-
ing centers, staffers advised Commission members.

In defense of prior authorization for imaging, 
MedPAC Chairman Glenn Hackbarth noted it’s one 
of four draft recommendations the commission has 
been considering for the past two years and reflect 
members’ collective thinking. The other three draft 

recommendations: Reduce the physician work com-
ponent of imaging and other diagnostic tests that 
are ordered and performed by the same physician; 
accelerate efforts to package discrete services in the 
physician fee schedule into larger units for payment; 
apply a multiple procedure payment reduction to the 
professional component of diagnostic imaging servic-
es provided by the same doctor in the same session.

“For me, the evidence is persuasive that self-
referral is associated with higher use of services 
and probably increases inappropriate use,” Hack-
barth said. 

Pre-payment Medicare 
tax dropped
One small annoyance Medicare practitioners no 
longer need be concerned with is the 3% pre-pay-
ment tax withholding that would have applied to 

your Medicare payments in 2013. It was part of 
health care reform, but when Congress voted to drop 
it, President Obama endorsed the action with his 
signature. 

The intent of the provision was to increase com-
pliance with the tax laws by physicians and other 
contractors receiving money from the U.S. govern-
ment. But the withholding had been opposed by 
many groups representing providers, including 
the American Medical Association and the Medi-
cal Group Management Association. The law was 
to have gone into effect in 2012, but was delayed 
to 2013 by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) this 
past June. 

Burt Schorr is senior editor of Home Health Line newsletter 
and Success in Home Care magazine, bschorr@decision-
health.com, 800-929-4824, ext. 2258.
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Medical Recruitment  The GS Medical Billing Group 
solution: getting you paid the first 
time. Our company is dedicated 
to providing complete business 
services to physician practices. 
Increasing cash flow, reducing 

operating expense and maximiz-
ing time spent with patients are 
critical to a successful practice. 
Our goal is to shift the demands 
of the medical billing and collec-
tions process from the physician 

to an experienced and highly 
competent “partner” – whom 
together will reach success.
Phone: 305-559-7996 

Fax: 305-559-8316

X-Ray Buying

Office for Sale/Lease Medical Billing

Pediatrician Wanted
 BC Pediatrician Preferred. 

PT or FT. Salary Negotiable, 
Excellent Benefits and Malpractice 

Included. Located in Miami, a 
well-established practice seeks a 

pediatrician. Great working  
environment, wonderful staff. 

Call 305-794-4112  

 Cash For Purge 
X-Ray Film & 
Silver Flake 

We are buyers of all 
types of x-ray film.
HIPAA Compliant.

Call for detailed pricing!
954-484-7755

www.scrapxray.com

BE/BC Obstetrician/
gynecologist, 

BE/BC pediatrician, 
BE/BC neurologist, 

BE/BC pain medicine
Beautiful Sarasota, Florida 

universityhealthpark.net
Solo practice opportunity, 20 

different practice groups/2,800 
patient flow/week, #1 beach in US,  
Don Harvey MD 941-724-3259  

donh@donharveymd.com

RADIOLOGY CENTER 
OPPORTUNITY

Beautiful Sarasota, Florida 
Go to universityhealthpark.net 

then click Building #3 then click 
Radiology Center to see 

photographic display. 2,800 
patients/week flow through this 

medical campus.  
Don Harvey MD 941-724-3259  

donh@donharveymd.com

 FP/IM/Occ Med (PT/FT) 
South to Central Florida (bilingual 

a plus). Aesthetic and Weight 
Loss Opportunities (PT/FT) 

available as well.   
Contact  Francine 

@ 888-369-2224 ext 203 

NEW AD

 Pain Management Practice 
For Sale 

Delray Since 2002. AHCA 
Certified. Long Term Patients. 

Physician May Stay.    
Call 786-417-9144 

NEW AD

Orthopedic Surgeons 
  (Gen, Extremity, Spine) non 
surgical welcomed as well  

(credentialed on insurance or WC 
panels a plus) and Interventional 

Pain Physicians & General PM&R 
needed throughout FL , NJ & NY.  

PT and FT Available.     
Contact  Monica 

@ 888-369-2224 ext 206  

NEW AD

Physicians Needed
Board Certified Internal Medicine/

Family Practice Physician. 
Bilingual English/Spanish With 

Managed Care Experience a 
Plus. Physician for Large Multi-

Specialty Practice. Full Time. Great 
Working Environment. Excellent 

Salary Plus Great Benefits.
Call 954-816-3007 or 

Fax CV To 954-337-0146

BE PART OF THE FMB CLASSIFIED SECTION
CALL NOW!

800.327.3736 EXT.132

services provided by independent therapists to de-
termine whether they were in compliance with Medi-
care reimbursement regulations. In the past, the 
OIG has identified claims for therapy services pro-
vided by independent physical therapists that were 
not, medically reasonable and necessary, or properly 
documented. They will focus on independent thera-
pists who have a high utilization rate for outpatient 
physical therapy services because of their concern 
that they may not be medically reasonable and 
necessary. 

Clinical Laboratories Services 
The OIG will take a look at and review trends in 

laboratory utilization under Medicare, such as in the 
types of laboratory tests and the number of tests or-
dered. They will examine how physician specialty, 
diagnosis, and geographic differences in the practice 
of medicine affect physicians’ laboratory test or-
dering. In 2008, Medicare paid about $7 billion for 
clinical laboratory services, which represents a 92% 
increase from 1998. It is believed that much of the 
growth in laboratory spending was the result of in-
creased volume of ordered tests.

Physicians and Other Suppliers: 
High Cumulative Part B Payments  
The OIG will be reviewing payment systems controls 
that identify high cumulative Medicare Part B pay-
ments to physicians and other providers. The OIG 

will will evaluate whether payment system controls 
are in place to identify such payments and assess 
the effectiveness of those controls.

Medicare Part B services must be reasonable 
and necessary in accordance with the Social Secu-
rity Act. A high cumulative payment is an unusu-
ally high payment made to an individual physician 
or provider, or on behalf of an individual beneficiary, 
over a specified period. The OIG is concerned that 
unusually high Medicare payments may indicate in-
correct billing or fraud and abuse. 

Benjamin Frosch, a former Medicare hearing officer, is 
president of Frosch Medical Consultants in Plantation. To 
ASK BEN a question, e-mail: editor@csmipi.com.
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